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Dear Parents and Carers

ICAN Report

As you know, last term we successfully gained the ICAN Early Talk accreditation at the enhanced level for children’s communication and we understand that we are currently one of only two settings in Bedford Borough to have achieved this.  

We’d like to share with you extracts from the report that we recently received – please see the attached sheet for this.  If you’d like to read the full report you will find it on our website www.turveypreschool.org.uk.  

If you’d like to know more or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Yours sincerely

Rebecca Corns

Pres-school leader
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Extracts from ICAN accreditation report
‘The staff have clearly taken on ideas from the Early Talk training and are supporting and enhancing all children’s communication skills. The overall pass rate achieved is 91%. 

The three specific areas of strength and the three specific areas of development identified (as requested by I CAN) and agreed with staff are:

Areas of Strength

· Staff provide a calm, safe, supportive and non threatening environment which encourages children to be confident, independent and happy. 
· Children have the opportunity for free choice and free play both inside and out throughout the session being allowed to transfer resources for their play between the two.
· Staff provide an inclusive ethos where children are all supported to be independent and access every activity on offer with staff aware of when their help is required and when they can stand back.’
The report also states:
· ‘Children were obviously proud of their achievements and were always keen to share what they had learnt with others receiving praise and adult interest when they did this. During sessions the staff were aware of those children who were less confident or less communicative and had a clear understanding of these children’s needs.  They were available to support these children if this was needed but did not overcrowd or single them out encouraging them to be independent and providing an inclusive environment for them.

· All children's independence was encouraged throughout activities and any attempts were praised and developed.  This was the case with attempts at communication, including non verbal communication.  Staff were constantly calm yet enthused and made activities non threatening, providing a consistent, supportive and safe environment where children were given time to complete activities without being rushed and where all children's ideas were valued.  Individual 1:1 play opportunities and activities were also available within the session and free choice was encouraged with toys being available in transparent and clearly labeled boxes at the children's level.  This led to children being confident communicators who were able to attempt activities and tasks.  

· Children's disputes were managed sensitively with staff supporting the children whilst encouraging them to problem solve and reason with each other.   Staff were able to adapt their language levels depending on the child ensuring the children had understood and were able to communicate to the best of their abilities. The children have a clear understanding of the rules/boundaries within the setting and were confident in supporting others with these.’ 
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